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November 2009 

Bake and eat Christmas  

cookies from a wood stove 

Meet Father Christmas 

Watch the village  

blacksmith at work 

Sing Christmas carols 

Listen to the school master 

read ôTwas the Night Before 

Christmas 

Create old-fashioned tin 

punch ornaments 

Visit the village peddlerôs 

cart where you can buy 

Christmas goodies 

Step back into 1887 where you will: 

Saturday, December 5, 2009 
12ï3 P.M. Å $5 per person 

Christmas in the Soddies 

Recent Sighting   

Highlight  

 

On October 22nd, the 

PCC staff had the 

privilege to start their 

day observing over 

200 Sandhill Cranes 

that had landed on the 

eastern part of the 

property. These    

magnificent 

 birds are making the 

long journey to New 

Mexico where they 

will spend the winter. 

Just another day of 

wildlife viewing at 

the PCC! 
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21901 E Hampden 
Ave 

Aurora, CO 80013 
303-693-3621 

Fax: 303-693-3379 
Info@plainscenter.org 
www.plainscenter.org 

 

The Plains  
Conservation  

Center exists to 
bring the natural 

wonder of the  
prairie into the 

realm of personal      
experience by: 

 
PRESERVING 

A remnant of the     
eastern Colorado 

high plains;  
 

EDUCATING  
The public about 
its natural and    

cultural heritage; 
and 

 
NURTURING  

Sound              
conservation and 

environmental  
ethics. 

 
Plains Conservation 

Center Board of        
Directors  

 
President - 
Gordy Tucker  
Vice President - 
Rebecca Smith 
Secretary - 
Edward Butterfield 
Treasurer - 
Daniel Parker  
Andy Cole 
Leo Greunke 
Susan Taylor 
 
 

The Tollgate Creek Migration Motel 
By Art Elser - PCC Volunteer 
 
Recently, I got ready for winter by       
securing the swamp cooler and draining 
the sprinkler system. The prairie dogs 
are getting ready by feeding vigorously, 
laying on fat, and storing seeds. But how 
do birds get ready for winter? 

They migrate south. Robins, warblers, red-winged blackbirds, kingbirds, and other 
birds with slender bills are insect eaters. Only a few insects are active here in   
winter, so these birds head south where insects are active during the winter. 
Finches, sparrows, and other birds with thick, stocky bills, are seed eaters. Many 
of them also fly south because grass gets covered with snow and seeds in mullein 
and thistles are well picked over. 
Even raptors migrate. Although we have red-tailed and ferruginous hawks all year 
round, the summer hawks may move south to be replaced by hardier hawks from 
up north. And the Swainson's hawks that are here all summer fly south, very far 
south, to vacation in the pampas (grasslands) of Argentina. When not nesting, they 
eat insects like grasshoppers, so they move where the insects are. As the     
Swainson's move south, they are replaced by rough-legged hawks who fly in from 
near the arctic  circle. Up north they feed on lemmings, so they come here to feed 
on mice and voles. 
Bald eagles come to our riparian area, having migrated in from Wyoming,        
Montana, and Alberta. Bald eagles eat fish, so when lakes, rivers, and streams 

freeze, they move south. They roost in our cottonwoods and fly to 
nearby reservoirs to feed. This year we were visited by a large 
flock of sandhill cranes, large birds that feed on amphibians, 
grains, and seeds. They nest in far northern areas and fly south to 
New Mexico and Texas for the  winter. 
We are fortunate at PCC because during spring and fall            

migrations, East Tollgate Creek provides trees for birds to roost in; water, insects, 
prairie dogs, and other food. Flocks of  mallards, gadwall, teal, redheads, and 
other ducks visit our ponds, feeding and resting for the next leg of their journey. 
We even have an occasional great-blue heron snacking on frogs, salamanders, 
and insects along the edge of the pond. Riparian areas are temporary bird motels, 
full of birds and bird song during migration. 
 Migration, however, is a very dangerous activity for birds. Cranes die from 
exhaustion, coyotes, golden eagles, power lines, and adverse weather while      
migrating. Song birds fall prey to hawks, falcons, 
eagles, as well as exhaustion, lack of food, and 
getting lost. An early season snow storm can kill 
birds who didn't leave early enough or block their 
route so they can't reach the food they need to 
move on. Migrating birds fly into windows and tall 
lighted buildings, which is one reason you'll often 
see decals on the inside of large  windows.  
These cling-type decals are available for          
purchase at the PCC.   
 

(Cont. page 3) 
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Tips to Winterize 
your Home  

www.thedailygreen.com  

 
Shut the door on rooms 
you don't use, if there 

are any. 
 

Grow some herbs and 
vegetables inside. Not 
only are they great to 

add to soups and stews 
but plants filter toxins out 

of the air. 
 

Install foam insulation 
gaskets around your 
electrical outlets and 

keep the outlets covered 
when not in use. 

 
Put hot baked potatoes 
wrapped in a piece of 

flannel in your bed about 
15 minutes before you 

plan to get in it. Your bed 
will be warm and you will 
have potatoes ready to 
make hash browns at 

breakfast. 
 

Bake bread. It is fun, it 
warms up the house, 
and it tastes great. 

 
Reverse the direction on 

your ceiling fans. This 
will push the hot air 

down and help it         
recirculate through out 

the house. 
 
 

Move furniture off your 
vents. 

 
Add a door sweep to 
each exterior door. 

 
Cold feet? Put a little 
ground cayenne or     

ginger in your socks.  
 

It is important to replace 
or clean furnace filters 

once a month during the 
heating season. 

 
Start simple and adopt 

that old Great            
Depression fixture -- the 
draft snake, which you 

can easily make.  

 

WindowAlert is a static-cling decal that may be applied to home and office windows. 
The decal contains a component which brilliantly reflects ultraviolet sunlight.  This   
ultraviolet light is invisible to humans but glows like a stoplight for birds. WindowAlert 
decals help birds ñseeò windows and thus avoid striking the glass. If you are wanting 
to purchase WindowAlert decals for $5 for a package of 4, call 303-693-3621. 

 
 

Thank you to all of the attendants, volunteers, and 
sponsors who made Harvest on the Homestead 
2009 such a fabulous event! 
 
Congratulations to the winners of the 2009 Harvest 
apple pie contest. 
 
First Place - Jordan Axne (Second Year Champion) 
Second Place - Brownie Troop #3654 
Third Place -  Josie Axne 
 
Thanks to everyone who entered the contest! 
 
 

(Cont. from page 2) 

The butterfly design is translucent to human eyes, bright and clear to the 
birds so they avoid the  window. 
Scientists don't fully know how birds navigate long distances. Some think they 

have maps built into their brains; they memorize the route using 
an internal map. Others say that birds have a built-in magnetic  
compass that guides them. What ever the mechanisms, they 
are not any more foolproof than GPS systems in cars. Birds get 
lost, sometimes winding up on the wrong continent. 
So many of our summer time birds migrate south in winter to 
find warmer weather and food. Their trip is hazardous, but   
staying behind is certain death. So we human animals, with our 
heated shelter and supermarket food sources, can stay put and 
enjoy two annual bird migrations. 

Brownie Troop #3654 

Come meet our turkeys!!!! 

http://planetgreen.discovery.com/food-health/grow-food-indoors.html
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/food-health/grow-food-indoors.html
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/home-garden/install-foam-insulation-gaskets.html
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/home-garden/install-foam-insulation-gaskets.html
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/food-health/whole-wheat-bread.html
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Reservations are         
required  for most                       

Plains             
Conservation  

Center programs.   
Please call  

303-693-3621  
or register online at  

www.plainscenter.org 
 
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA AND  
MASTERCARD  

PAYMENTS FOR 
ALL  

PROGRAMS! 
 

All programs are  
offered at our Aurora 

site: 
21901 E Hampden 

Ave 
Aurora, CO 80013 

 
For directions, call   
303-693-3621 or 
check online at  

www.plainscenter.org 
 

Dress for the  
outdoors;  extra    

layers and sturdy 
shoes or boots are  

recommended.  
Children 14 yrs and 

younger must be  
accompanied by an 

adult. 
 

 

Discover Your Local Prairie!  
Close to home, yet worlds apart!  

Walk with a Naturalist  
Third Saturday of the month: 11/21, 12/19, 1/16,2/20   9am -10:30am RSVP 
Are you looking for a free and fun activity? Join naturalist Art Elser for a guided tour 
of your local prairie. Lately we have been seeing Bald and Golden Eagles, and a 
Red-Tailed Hawk having a snack! 

 

 

 

PCC Programs and Announcements  

Due to lack of visitation and for cost saving measures, the PCC will 
be closed to drop-in visitors on Saturdays only from January-March, 

2010.  Group reservations for programs, Walk with a Naturalist, 
Prairie Preschool Companions, Full Moon Walks and all scout 
programming will continue throughout the winter months.  Please 
call to arrange a group program or to register for offered programs. 

Website reservations are also available. 
We welcome you to enjoy our trails and historic farm                   

Monday ï Friday 8 am- 4 pm, year-round. 

SCOUT CORNER   
Scout Program Information 
Registration forms may now be downloaded from our website to be mailed in with 
the deposit payment.  Pre-registration and prepayment are required for ALL Scout 
programs. 
 
Badge Workshops  $5  1:00-2:30 pm  
January 16, February 20, March 20, April 17  
 
Choose one of the following badges to work on:  
Webelos Naturalist pin, Junior Wildlife or Earth     
Connections, Brownie Eco  Explorer, or Watching 
Wildlife 
  
Be sure to check out 2010 scout events on our 
website!   


