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 Youngsters on the prairie  
By Art Elser  
 
Most of us have someone in our neighborhood that has a garden in which flowers bloom 
all spring, summer, and fall. We love that beauty and often stroll or drive slowly by that 
home to see what beauties are there. 
Mother Nature's prairie is like that. First early spring plants like sand lilies and fleabane 
daisies appear. Then varieties of  penstemon, vetch, and prickly pear follow. Finally     
sunflowers, gay feather, and violet asters end the season. 
But while she is splashing color across the prairie, she has another show we often miss 
because we don't slow down to look. This is an animated show. It's the birth of chicks, 
pups, and fawns that call the Plains Conservation Center home. 
 

April --Great -horned owl chicks  hatch and are visible in April. For the past 

several years, a pair of these huge owls has nested in the trees behind the 
old bird sanctuary to the northwest of the nature center. If you look closely, 
you can see their fluffy-feathered heads peering over the edge of the nest. 
Or, as they get ready to fly in May, you may see them standing on the edge 
of the nest. They are the cute ones. The parents are the really mean-looking 
ones. 

 

May-- Prairie dog pups  are born in burrows in late March, early April. The 

pups don't appear above ground until late May or June. Remember that 
great-horned owls are feeding some very hungry chicks now. So when the 
pups emerge above ground, they usually huddle on the edge of the burrow 
in a cluster of light brown that flows like water into the burrow at the first 
sign of  a predator. 
 

May-- Burrowing owl chicks  hatch in mid May. While you are watching cute prairie dog 

pups, you may be startled to see a prairie dog fly to a burrow. What you've seen is a    
burrowing owl coming to its chicks with a beak full of insects. They nest in abandoned 
prairie dog burrows, so you'll often find them as you watch prairie dogs. The chicks grow 
quickly but can be distinguished from their parents by their darker color. 

 

June -- Pronghorn fawns  are usually twins and are born in late May or 

early June. They are one of the most difficult newborns to catch sight of 
on the prairie. For the first three to six weeks the fawns hide in the 
grassðtheir coloring and lack of scent protecting them from predators like 
coyotes and golden eagles. This also keeps you from seeing them. In 
early July, the fawns join mom in feeding on tender spring 
plants and are much more visible. 
 

June -July --Coyote pups  are born in dens in April and May, and they 

remain there for six weeks. They leave their dens from early June to mid 
July. Because dens are often well hidden in the sides of hills or stream 
banks, the pups are hard to find. But, if they are playing and wrestling with 
each other, you may catch sight of movement. If so, watch them play. 
They will have you laughing in no time. It is also fun to see how they straighten out when 
Mom comes by with food. 

Visit West Bijou  
 
 
Members Only  
West Bijou Site Tour  
Saturday, May 30  
Reservations Required  
 
 Here's a chance to see 
the "jewel" of the prairie, 
the Plains Conservation 
Center ï West Bijou 
site.  We will tour the 
9,000 acre site enjoying 
sweeping vistas,         
wildflowers and wildlife 
and visit the reintroduced 
bison herd.  After a stop 
for lunch, we will hike a 
short way to explore the 
world-famous K/T  
Boundary site, giving  
evidence to the demise of 
the dinosaurs.  
Cost $10.00  
 
 

Wildflowers Along 
West Bijou Creek  
Saturday   
June  27, 2009 
Reservations Required  
 
Reservations Required  
Enjoy a visit to our    
spectacular West Bijou 
site where we will focus 
on the blooming plants of 
the area.   We'll hike in 
the ravines, along the 
creek and through the 
open prairie to find the        
wildflowers of the season. 
Cost: $10 - Members 
$20 -Non-members 
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2009 SUMMER DAY CAMP 
Chronicles of Colorado: Everything has a History  

Experience and record the adventures of people, plants and animals -  
past and present. 

 
Join the PCC for a week of way-cool adventure and outrageous fun! 

See website for details and registration 

      Eating Local  
 

When you sit down to a meal, do you know where the food on your plate came from?  Who 
grew it? How was it raised? How far did it travel to get to you?  Shopping at the grocery store 
makes it nearly impossible to answer these important questions, but there is another option that 
makes those answers much easier to findéyour local farmerôs market. But why exactly should we 
eat local? What are the benefits? 

 Most produce grown in the U.S. travels an average of 1500 miles to reach your table.  
That adds up, making food production and transportation responsible for 20% of our countryôs total 
fossil fuel usage.  By shopping at farmerôs markets and other local food sources, your meals are 
much more environmentally friendly, releasing 17 times less carbon dioxide and petroleum into the 
atmosphere. 

Then thereôs the economic side of things.  Research by the New Economics Foundation 
shows that for every dollar spent locally, twice as much income is generated for the local economy 
than if that dollar was spent at a supermarket.  In addition, it costs a lot of money to package and 
ship food across the country each year.  When you buy from a farmerôs market, you are cutting the 
travel costs for your food, as well as helping to support small farms that keep land open and      
undeveloped. 

Finally, foods that travel long distances are shipped unripe, or filled with preservatives and 
additives to allow them to survive the long journey.  But even with those precautions, the long    
distances traveled increases the risk of the food becoming contaminated somewhere along the 
journey.  Local foods, on the other hand, ripen on the vine and travel only 
short distances, making them a fresher, tastier and healthier choice for 
your diet. 

Come visit the PCC booth at the Southlands Farmerôs Market on 
Thursdays. For more information on farmers markets and eating local, 
check out these websites and books: 
http://100milediet.org/why-eat-local 
http://www.lifebeginsat30.com/  
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=90289708 
http://www.localharvest.org/ 
Home Grown: The Case For Local Food In A Global Market by Brian Hal-
weil 

Eat Here: Reclaiming Homegrown Pleasures in a Global Super-
market by Brian Halweil 

Monday  
Denver  
Tamarac Square Shopping Center 
(Tamarac & Hampden) 
June 22 - Oct. 26, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 
Tuesday  
Aurora  
333 Havana St. 
June 23 - Oct. 27, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 Denver  
Civic Center Park (Downtown Den-
ver) 
June 16 - Sept. 29, 11 a.m. - 2 
p.m. 

  
Wednesday  
Denver  
1st & University (Cherry Creek 
Shopping Center) 
 June 3 - Sept. 30, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Littleton  
7301 S. Santa Fe (in parking lot) 
June 17 - Oct. 28, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m 
 
Thursday  
Aurora  
Smoky Hill & E470 (Southlands 
Retail Center) 
June 4 - Aug., 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 
Saturday  
Aurora  
Smoky Hill & E470 (Southlands 
Retail Center) 
May 9 - Oct., 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 Denver  
1st & University (Cherry Creek 
Shopping Center) 
May 2 - Oct. 31, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 Denver  
I-70 & Quebec 
May 16 - Oct., 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Littleton  
W. Bowles & S. Wadsworth 
(Southwest Plaza) 
May 2 - Dec. 26, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
 
Sunday  
Arvada  
Olde Town Square (57th & Olde 
Wadsworth) 
June 28 - Oct. 25, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Denver  
1500 Blk of S. Pearl St. 
June 7 - Oct. 25, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 Denver  
Sullivan Fountain on Colfax 
(across from Tattered Cover) 
May 10 - Nov 1, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Highlands Ranch  
Along Highlands Ranch Parkway 
(between Lucent & Broadway) 
May 3 - Oct. 25, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Parker  
Parker Crossroads Shopping   
Center (NW corner of Parker Rd. & 
Main St.) 
May 3 - Oct., 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 Parker  
19751 E. Main St., R-10 
May 10 - Oct. 11, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
 

Local Farmer  
Markets  

http://100milediet.org/why-eat-local
http://www.lifebeginsat30.com/
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=90289708
http://www.localharvest.org/
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SURVEY!!! We need your input on  
Family Movie Night!  

 
 

 

 
We are thinking about introducing a new program 

here at the Plains Conservation Center, and would like your input!  We 
would like to know your level of interest in attending a Family Movie Night 
in our yurt.  This event would take place 4 times a year on a Friday night 
from 7pm to 9pm, and would cost $5/person for nonmembers and           
$4/person for members.  Each night will begin with a short 10-15 minute    
educational talk/program on a fun and interesting topic related to the 
movie, and then we would sit back and enjoy the film.  Snacks will be    
provided, and all movies will be family-oriented and child-friendly. 

 

 
Please let me know if this is an event you would be interested in   

attending, or if you have any comments/suggestions about the event.     
You can email me at lolin@plainscenter.org.   

 
Please address the following questions: 
 
 Would you attend a family movie night event? 
 How many people would you bring? 
 What ages would the children be? 
  

Prairie Preschool  
Preschool is held every Tuesday and Wednesday                                         

 9-10am  $6/ preschooler and adult  
Www.plainscenter.org for more information  

21901 E Hampden 
Ave 

Aurora, CO 80013 
303-693-3621 

Fax: 303-693-3379 
Info@plainscenter.org 
www.plainscenter.org 

 

The Plains  
Conservation  

Center exists to 
bring the natural 

wonder of the  
prairie into the 

realm of personal      
experience by: 

 
PRESERVING 

A remnant of the     
eastern Colorado 

high plains;  
 

EDUCATING  
The public about 
its natural and    

cultural heritage; 
and 

 
NURTURING  

Sound              
conservation and 

environmental  
ethics. 

 
 

Plains Conservation 
Center Board of        

Directors  
 

President - 
Gordy Tucker  

Vice President - 
Rebecca Smith 

Secretary - 
Edward Butterfield 

Treasurer - 
Daniel Parker  

 
Andy Cole 

Leo Greunke 
Susan Taylor 

 

Summer 2009 Schedule  
 

May : Prairie Plants      June: Furry Friends 

 

 

        

 

 

July : Insects and Spiders 

               August : Scaled and Slime 
 

 

mailto:lolin@plainscenter.org

